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HE Apoſtle having in many Parts of _— 8p 
= . 8 hi Epiſtle, given DireQtions to Chri- w 
| -ſtians concerning the Duty of Subjeftion or 
Obedience. to Superiors; in_ the ſeveral In- 
2s of the Subje& to his-Pri 
Parent, the Servant to his Maſter, the 
ife. to the Huſband, and the Younger to the 
Elder; doth here, in the Wards of the Text, 
| ſum up the Whole, by ad ancing a Point of 
( '; Tea, all of you, 
ſubje# one to Ee Long For, it ſhould ſcem, hat. 
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to each other, and that Subjeftion is only 
{ due from Inferiors to thoſe EH 
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Rom, xl lo. mans, in Honour to pre 
other ; and the Phillippians, that in Lowlineſs gf 
OY Mind they ſhould let each efteem other 

ww® better than themſelves; and the 
 Efbeſians, that they ſhould /ubmit 
ne Facing themſele 'es one 70 auothgr 1 in the Fear. 
of the Lard; Here: we find theſe fiya great 
Apoſtles recommending to all Chriſtians this 
Duty of mutual Subje&tion. For we may ob-. 
. Terve by Saint Peter, that having mentioned 
the ſeveral Relations which Men bear to each 
other, as Governor and Subjeft, Maſter and 

rvant, and the reſt which I haye already re- 
peated, he maketh no Exception, - but fum- 
weth up the Whole, with commanding, All 
to be ſeutje ong to er From whence ye 
may conclude, that this. Sy bjeRtion, due fram 
alt Men to all Mex, P ſomething more than 
f_ Ci _when our Bette 
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are ple aed to tell us, they are our : mia 
Servants, but x updertſand to be their Slaves. 


apply it to Humility, | to "the 
private Exhortations, and _ 
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t6 oC - with each other's Tofirmities ; - and, 
le, the. Apoftle may have had a 
th be: But, however, many 


TE, that TEE, is ſomet ing 


more ey OP | and fo the Words in their 
_ natural Mean! ng. muſt import ; as you! 
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ye Younger ſubmit Date > unto the 
Elder : Tra all of you be 
So that, upon the Whole, there muſt be Fame 
<= KIE of. 1bjettion due from every Man tg 
| every Man, which cannot be made void by 
1} * any Power, Pra-eminence, or Authority what- 
ever. Now, what Sort of SubjeAion this Is, . 
+ and how it ought to be paid, ſhall be the 
je&t of my preſent Diſcourſe. 
| As God hath contrived all the Works of 
Nature to be uſeful, and in fome Manner a + 
to each other, by which the who 
' Frame of the World, under his Providence, | 
Is preſerved and kept up; fo, among Mankind, - oY 
cular Stations are appointed to each of” DS 
us by ( God Almighty, wherein we are 0 tiged 
to aft, as far as our Power reacheth, towards ' 
\ Good of the whole Community : EW. > 
10 at Part affigned him, 
|. towards advancing the Benefit of the Whole, _ 
F in Proportion to is © 1 = wn and Abil- 
(> ties, is not only an vleleſs, but a very mif- 
| Cchievous Member of the Publick; becxule Be © - © 
Broker his Share of the Profit—and-v 
his Share of the Burden to be derne by others, _ 
| which is the true principal Cauſe of moſt Mi. E 
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: Man who doth-not aſſiſt with his Cound, 2 
+ Man with his Protetion, a rich, M 
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rfect' Nui ances in” 

mM T is' any Condition of 
Life more honourable in the Sight of God than 
= another, otherwiſe he would-be a Ref ſpeter 
= 0, Perſons, which | he affureth us he- is not : 
'For he hath propoſed. the ſame Salvation to all | 
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j Men, and hath only placed them in different / 
p-:- Ways or Stations to work it'out. Princes are *' 
- _ born with no more Advantages of Strength or , 


_ Wiſdom than other Men; and, by an unhap- . 
Education, are uſually more defeCtive in 
th than thouſands of their Subjefts. * They 
depend for every Neceflary of Life upon the * 
meaneſt of their People -: Befides, O 
and Subjeftion were never enjoined by 
to humour the Paſſions, Luſts, and Vanities of  . 


{ thoſe who demand them from us; but we are 
h commanded to obey our Governors, becaule ; 
3 tſobedience would breed -Seditions in: the 


State. . Thus, Servants are direQted to obey. 
-—— —their— aſters,. Children, their Parents, and 
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Wives their Huſbands ; not from-any Reſpedt 
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| of Perſons in God, but. becauſe otherwiſe there f 

[ would . be nothing but Confufion. in - private ly 
E—- Families. T! us Matter will be clearly ex-; | 
SR: dering the Compariſon which, 
* Saint Paul maketh: between the Church' of 5 
_Chrift, and the natural Body of Man; for the. Þ} 

ame. Reſemblance. will hold, not only to Fa-- 

doms, but to the whole Cor- | 
"(. ration of Mankind. The Eye, | 

+ I aith he, cannot ſay unto 1 the Ha 
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Sx - are nece ary. And whether. one F 
1 all the Members ſuffer withit;  _ 
: er be honoured, all the Members re= © 
RE 5 eE The Caſe is direQly. the ſame 4 
es” ind. The Prince cannot ſay to —— 


lerchant I have no. Need of thee ; nor 
erchant to the Labourer, I have no Need 
ee; nay, much more thoſe Members, &c. 
for the Poor are generally more neceflary 
embers of the onmonwealth than. the 
ich; which clearly ſhews, that God never —— 
1 atended ſuch Pofeflions for the Sake and Ser- 

'vice..of_ thoſe to whom he lends them; but 

becauſe; he_hath aſſigned every Man. his parti- | 

cular Station to be WE in Life; and: this for 

the Reaſon given. by the Apoſtle, that there 
may. be no. Schiſm im the Body. + | 
rom hence may partly. be gathered the Na- : 
— ture of that Subjetion-which we all owe to. 
one another. God Almighty hath been pleaſed 
to. put us .into. an imperfect State, where we 
have perpetual Occaſions of each other's Afliſt- 
.ance.. . 'There is none ſo low, _ as not to. be in a 2 
| Capacity of affiſting the higheſt; nor ſo hig 
| _ as.not to-want the Aſſiſtance of the lowelt.. - 
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; and, that Powe, 
d Advanta 


Iig to ) this poo oh wherein Godt hath 
all Mankind, with relation to himfelf, you will 
obſerve, that in all the Relations 
and Man, there is a mutnal Dependence, 
whereby the one cannot fubfiſt without the | 
other. Thus, no Man can be a Prince with+ 


nor a Father without Children. And this b | 
xplaineth and confirmeth the DoQrine of the 
_ Fext: For, where there is a mutual Depend. þ| 
ce, there muſt be a mutual Duty, and con- 
— Kquently # mutna} Subjeftion. For Inftances: 
The Subje& muſt obey his Prince, becauſe 
_ Sb commandeth it, __ Laws require it, 
| fary. (For the fame Reaſorn we muſt obey all 
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who are in Authority, and! fubmit ourſelves, 
' and Gentle, but alſo to 


rule accor —_ to. 
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our liking « or no.) On the other Side, 1 
pretend to Freedom, Palbors are 
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and Duty, which every good Chri 


Men, only 4 
vant of the Nation; not only a Se: 
ck *heral, but in ſome 
Man in it. In the like Mannet, Aa 
oWeth C Obedience 
{s to his Maſter, frott whom, at the Time, 
Demand for ProteGtion, and 
gentls Treatment: Nay, 
car hath 4 juſt Demand of 
ron the rich Man, who is guilty 


» Injuſtice, and Oppreflion; if he doth 
elief according to his Abilities. 254 


"Brit this Subjedtion we all 5 
5 no Where rore rieceffary, than in the ov 
mon Converſations 
there could be no 


Life; fot -without-"it 
ety amorig Men.” ' If the 
ometimes fubmit - to the 
Tenorant; the Wiſe to'the Simple, the Gentle 
to the Froward; the old to the Weaknefles 
the 6 Youtig, there would e nothing but ever: 
$&- —Wofrld:; This our $3: © 

by his own Examplej 
peared in the Fotmr of a Servant, and 


viour hitafelf confirm 
for he 


waſhed his OR Feet, adding theſe nemo: 
fable Words; - 77 tal] ME | ah and Maſter, and 
ye Jay well, T am.” ben your Lord 
and Moſter 'f Fee; how mach more 
ought ye "to" 48 f 


which Exp - of wathing the Feet, is iN- 
chided all that SubjeHtion, Aﬀiſta 
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ourſelves to one another, ma ; 


upon the Pride and es 


may therefore be hard digeſted a 
who value-themſelves upon their Greatneſs or -- 


xeir Wealth; yet, is it really no more than 
. = what moſt Men praQtiſe upon other Occafions. þF 
WM For, if our Neighbour, who is our Inferior,  ÞF 


to ſee us, we riſe to receive him, we. 


place him above us, and. reſpe&t him” as if he L 
were better than ourſelves; and this is thought 'Y 
j beth decent and n , and is ufually call ' 
k Now the Duty r | 'K 
li le is, ent that we ſhould enlarge our - 


fince our Me ea = that every Man is 0 
our Neighbour; and, fince we are ſo ready. in | 


the Point of Civility, to yield to others in our 'E 


N :s, where only we have any Title to ff 


govern. ET TER Ee ae ns 
Having thus ſhewn you what- Sort of Sub- | 


n itis which all Men owe one to another, 
t Manner it -ought to be-paid, 1 
raw ſome Obſervations from what 
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Infirmitics of Fes - other,. pant Ga extin- 
iſh in us the Vice of. Pride. For, if God 
th pleaſed to entruſt me with a Talent, not 
=: for my own Sake, but for the Service of cthers. 
and at the: ſame Time hath left me full of 
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$ Wants and Neceffities which others muſt ſup- 7 
ply, 1 can then have no Cauſe to ſet any ex- 
* _ traordinary Value upon myſelf, or to deſpiſe | 


my Brother, becauſe he -hath not the ſame 
Talents which were- lent to me. His. Being 
may probably be as uſeful to the Publick. as 
mine; and therefore, by. the Rule of right, 

| Reaſon, I am in no Sort preferable to him... © 


Mi SECONDLY, It is very manife& from what; 
: hath been ſaid, that no Man ought -to look. 
_upon-the Advantages of Lite, ſuch as Riches, — 
Honour, ' Power, and the like, as his Property, A 
but merely as a. Truſt, which God hath depo-, ' 
- ſited with him, to be employes d-for-the Uſe of — 
' his Brethren; and God will certainly way? aol 
the. Breach. of that Truſt, although the Laws 

-- of Man will not, or 'rather indeed cannot; 
| becauſe the Truſt was conferred only by _God,, A 
who hath not left it to any Power on. F2th io, — 
decide infallibly, whether a Man maketh: a 
EM = Uſe. of his Talents or no, or to punifh 
_ _  him-where he faileth. And therefore God 
ſeemeth: to have. more particularly taken this | 


' Matter into. his own Hands, and will. 
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certainly reward or puniſh _ in 1 Pro 

t good or all - oftn; 
which one poſ- - 
in ſome Senſe, 


n, yet, with reſp 
y Ti 


"dy are, as 
; Which will plainly ap= 
if a Ma | riot uſe thoſs 
of the Publick, 6r the 


Benefit of His Netg 
not defetve them; and conf ly, that 
never intended theny for a Blefling to him 
-_ ____ * and, ont the other Side, whoever dath employ 2 
his Talents as he ought, will find; by his owh oY 
Experience, that they were cheifly lefit him fot | 
- the Service of others; for the Seryice of others 
wilt certainly ethploy them. | 
- TarDLy, If we could all be brought th 
praQtice this Duty of ſubjecting oufſelves to 
each other, it would ver l ntribute ft&  ÞF 
al Happineſs of d- For thi 3 


would roof out Envy and Malice from the IH 


leart of & Man; becauſe you cannot envy 
| _ your Nerghbour's Streny th, if he maketh [ 
of it to defend your E Ko define tris 


ſeries of Life Soma? 
| Diftributiott of 
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erally the vik 
the moſt Talents. - 
: that the Princes of thi 


is World fee by other 


Things; and, 
E never he pertittetly bis Blef- 
dealt among thoſe who are unwor- 
thy, we rtiay Ee: he int- 
By "tends then as a Puniſhment to an evil World, | 
! _ "ug well as t© the Owners: Bt were well, if 
; thoſe wb der this, whoſe Riches ferve 


: 8 em only as @ Spur to Avarice, or as an In- 
| ©" Arument to there Luſts; whoſe Wiſdom is 
 " otily of this Worle 


, Evil, arid Evil, Good, | 
of their own Confei- 
employ their - Power 


; | OppreMon or Injuſtice, 
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Vicked to the Ruin of the 


- .. » bY 


8 *_ FourTm#Ey, The Practice of this Duty of 


| | to- one: another would make us 
3. | feyer il Stations of Life 


city God has thought fit to place us; be-. - 
cauſe it wonle, inthe beſt and eatteſt M aniner, + 
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them, with the lea 
ment their own Condition. 
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From- all that hath. been - 
appears, that great Abilities of any Sort, 
they are; employed as. God directeth, 'do but 
. make the; Owners. of them . greater and more 
painful Servants: to. their Neighbour. andthe 
' Publick ;;However,: we- are. by .no. Means to 
conclude from: hence, | that they are.not really 
_ Bleflings,- when they are in the 
Men. For, firſt, what can be a greater Ho- 
 nour-than-. to -be: choſen: one: of the Stewards 
and Diſpenſers of! God's Bounty to, Manki! d? 
What-is-there, that can give a generous. Spirit 
more Pleaſure and Complacency of Mind, than 
to conſider, that he is an Inftrument of do 8 
much - Good ? That. great Numbers owe -to 
him, . under God, - their Subfiftence, - their 
Safety, their Health, and the good Condudt 
of 'their Lives? The - wickedeſt Man upon 
,. taketh- a.Pleafure- in. doing Good or 
thoſe heloveth; and therefore, ſurely, . 


Ch riſtian,. who obeyeth our - rn $. 
loving all Men, cannot but take 
ht in doing Good even to his Enemies.. 
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who giveth, all Things to all-men, can receive 
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aut delivereth it as a: 
it is more bleſſed to 
than to recerve. is Rule, what muſt 
ome of thoſe which the World 
'valveth as | the RT) Bleflings, Riches, 
Power, and the like, when our Saviour plainly. 
determines, that the beſt Way to make them 
Bleflings, is to part with them? Therefore. 
Ithough the Advantages which one Man hath 
over another, may be called Bleflings, yet they 
are by no Means ſo in the Senſe the World 
uſually underſtandeth. Thus, for Example : 
it Riches are no Bleflings in themſclves; 
uſe the poor Man, with the common Ne- 
ceflaries of Life, enjoyeth more Health, and 
hath fewer Cares without them. . How then 
do they become Bleflings? No otherwiſe, than 
employing them in feeding the Hunery : 
it the Naked, rewarding w orthy Men, 
1d, in ſhort, doing Acts of Charity and T- 
nerofity. Thus, likewiſe, Power is no Blefi- 
ing in itſelf, becauſe private Men bear leſs 
Envy, and Trouble, and Anguiſh without it : 
But, when it is employed to proteCt the Inno- 
_cent, to relieve the. Opprefled, and to puniſh 
_ the Oppreflor, then it eget a great Bleti- 
ing. And fo, laſtly, even great Wiſdom is, 
in the Opinion of Solomon, not a Bleſſing in it- 
ſelf; for, in much W: [dom is much Sorrow ; 
Men of common Underſtandings, if they 
God,- and mind their Callings, make 
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to ine 

a faithful Cou 
to be a Dire&tor to Youth, __ to many ot 
nds needleſs here to 

_ To conclude: _ 

God fent us into the World to obey his 
Commands, by doing as much Good as our —— 
Abilities will reach, and as little Evil as our 
many Infirmities will permit. Some he hath 
only truſted with one Talent, fome with Five, 
and ſome with Ten. No Man is without his 
Talent; and he that is faithful or negligent in 
alittle, ſhall be rewarded or puniſhed, as well 
as he that hath been fo in a great deal. 
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Teſtimony of - 


2 Cor. I. Part of the 12th Verſe. 


For our Rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony of 
our Conſcience, To 
HERE is no Word more frequent in 
the Mouths of Men, than that of Con- 
ſerence, and the Meaning of it is in ſome 


> a Word extremely. abuſ- ; 


ed by many People, who apply other Mean- 
ings to it, which God Almighty never in- 
tended, I ſhall explain it to you in the cleareſt _ 
Manner I am able. The Word Conſcience 
roperly fignifies that Knowledge which a Man 
ath within himſelf of his own Thoughts and  _ 
Actions; and becauſe, it a Man judgeth fairly bo 
of his own Actions, by comparing them with : 
the Law of God, his Mind will either approve ; 
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or condemn him, according as he 
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onſcience may properly 
Acculer and a Judge. $0 that, whenever our 
Confcience accuſeth us, we are certainly guilty ; 
but we are not always innocent, when it doth 
not accuſe us; for very often, through the 
Hardneſs of our Hearts,” or the - Fondneſs anc 
Favour we bear to ourſelves, or throu 0- 
rance, or Negle&, we do not ſuffer Bur Cons 
ſcience to take any Cognizance of ſeveral-Sins 
we commit. There is another Office likewiſe, 
belonging to Conſcience, which-is that of be- 
ing our ' Dired 
Uſe of this hath been. the Occa 
| Evils under the Sun, than almoſt all other 
Cauſes put together. For, as Conſcience is 
nothing elſe but the Knowledge we have of 
what we are Thinking and Doing; ſo it can 
guide - us. no farther than that nowledge 
_ HR ; and therefore God hath placed. 
nfcience m us to-be-our Director-only in 
hoſs Actions which Scripture and Reaſon. 
plainly tells us to be good or evil: But in Caſes. 
too difficult or doubtful for us to comprehend 
to determine, their Conſcience is not Concern-: 
e it cannot 'adviſe in what-it doth 
not anderttand, nor decide where it is itſelf in 
' but by God's great Mercy, thoſe difti- 
cult Points are never of abſolute Neceflity to 
our Salvation. There is likewiſe another Evil, 


_ that Men often fay, a Thing is againſt. 
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eally it is not. - For -in- 
nce: Aſk : o * of thoſe who differ. ftom the 
rſh i” 3ſt liſhed, why they do not come 
to Church ? 'The will ſay, they diflike the 
Ceremonies, the Prayers, the Habits, and the 
ke, and therefore it goeth againſt their Con- 
FF ſcience: But they are miſtaken, their Teacher 
|. Hhath*put thoſe Words into” their Mouth; for 
L a Man's Conſcience can go ho higher than his 
1 Knowledge ; and therefore, until he has-tho- 
roughly examined by Scripture, and the Prac- 
tice of - the ancient ” Church, whether thoſe 


- Points are blameable or no, © his Confcience 


cannot poftibly dire& him to condemn them: 


7. 


Hence have likewiſe ariſen' thoſe 'Miſtakes 
about what is uſually my ag : Liberty of | Con= 
cence; which, properly ſpeaking, is nomore 
i a Liberty of knowing our wa. Thoughts; ; 
* which Libekty n6 one can take from- us.””But 
"= thoſe ' Words have |  obtainec quite different 
iberty of Conſcience is NOW-a- 


bYS-- 
believing whe Men pleaſe; but alſo of endea. 
vouring to- propagate the Belief as much as 
they can, and to overthrow'the"Faith which 
the Laws have already eſtabliſhed, to-be're- 
the Publick for thoſe wicked 'En- 
"And this is the Liberty of -Conſci- 
ence which the Fanaticks are now openly,” in 
the Face of the World, endeavouring at with 
i; their utmoſt Application. ' At the ſame” Tine 
- it cannot but be obſerved;-that thoſe very Per- | 
_ RE... C - ſons; 
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h Men, that 
tates of Na- 
: LIE and For- " 
tune are not injured.” the Whole, % 
there is hardly one Vice which a meer moral 
Man may+:not, upon ſome Occafions, allow 
himſelf to: practiſe.” - - + Bayh 2538 
- The other falſe Principle, which ſome Men 
ſet up in the Place of Confcience, to be their 
DireQor in;Life; 'is what thoſe who pretend to 
it, call:-Honmp 2 ft 
This Word[is often made the Banftion of ari 
Oath; ;\ it is reckoned a great "Commendation 
to be a Man of ſtrict Honour; and it-is com< 
monly underſtood, that a Man of 3 __ can 
never be guilty of a baſc 
ally the Stile of military 
itles ; and 'of others who pret 
-It is de andeed,. 
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ſuch Honour, as Ns ar ns going,  will.o not 
ermit a»Man-to do'a'baſe Afton, it muſt 
few ſuch-- 
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neyer at) in-t he: Cat hifi of © Hor = 
which containeth but two: Precepts;; the-pune 
tual Payment of Debts contracted at- Play, ho” 
the right underſtanding the ſeveral Re of 


an Affront, in order to revenge it by the Death 
_ of an Adverfary. 


Y _- But ſuppoſe this Principal of Honour, which L 
8 6 ſome Men ſo much boatit of, did really pro- | 
4 duce more. Virtues than it ever pretended to ; 


yet, fince the very Being of that Honour de- 
pendeth upon the Breath, the Opinion, or the 
Fancy of the People, the Virtues derived from 
It ET, be of ie long. or certain Duration. 
For Example : ſe a Man, from a Pxin- 

8 ciple of Honour, wy 1d reſolve to. be.Juſt, or 

|. chaſte, . or temperate, . and yet the cenſuring 

World ſhould take-a Humour of refuſing him - 
Z thoſe CharaQters, -he would - then think the 

Obligation at an End ;* or; -0n the other Side, 
if he thought he could gain Honour: by the 

— -falkeſftandvileft Attions, (which is a C a that 

very. often 10s gs )-he would then make no 
= _ 8cruple to perto And God knoweth, . it 
| Sold be an unhappy y.State, to have the Reli- 

B e10n, . the Liberty, or the Property. of 'a Pev- 

= ple lodged im. ſuch Hands, which, however; 

"— hath been too often the Caſe. 

L - What I have faid upon this Principle of Ho- 
Nour may, perhaps; be thought of mall Con- 
cernment to moſt,of,you who are my Hearers ; 

| however, i Caution was.,not altogether, UNAG 

- cellary; -fince. there..s: nothin -. by, which pg 
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e Danger of 
ind of pleafing 
 Confcience will cer- ; 
tainly inform him, if he hath any FS. to 
Re igion. EY F ES 
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neither of thief Paſſions 
in the Way of Vi 
by Cori | 


Preferment, 
that No 
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accidentally make their Way to- 
_ yet the d is fo c 


ment in this [ Li reſerve Men from very - 
few Vices, fince ſome of the blackeſt and baſeſt | 
often prove ' 8 te 
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his Children, and- particular 
which is to inherit ils True: of which the 
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dence i in him. Our Love of God will infpire 
us with a Deteſtation for Sin, 'as what is of all 


Things moſt contrary to his divine Nature ; 


and, if we haye an intire Confidence in him, 


that will enable us to ſubdue and deviſe all 


the Allurements of the World. 

It may here be obje&ed, If Conſcience be 
ſo ſure a DireQtor to us Chriſtians ; in the Con- 
dudt of our Lives, how cometh it to paſs, that 


the ancient Heathens, who had no other Lights 
but thoſe of Nature and Reaſon, ſhould fo = 


exceed us in all manner .of Virtue, as plainly 


 appeareth by many Examples they have left ON 


Record? + 
To which it may be HP RET Firſt, thoſe 


Boer were wing ſtrict *_e exact in 


amongſt us, this : Care - " n— laid alide. Ee, 


that the more God hath blefled any Man with 
Eftate or Quality, juſt ſo much leſs in Propor- 
tion is the Care he taketh 1 in the Education of 


Effects are viſible enough among the - Great 


Ones of the. World: - Again,-thoſe Heathens. 


did, in a particular Manner, inſtil the Principle 


_ into+their Children of loving their Country ;- 
| which: is ſo > far otherwiſe now-a-days, that of 


the 


the Force of ſuch an Argument, otherwiie- 
_ than by running into Infidelity. 

LasTLy, Conſcience will direct us to-love- 
God, and to put our whole Truſt and Confi- 


b- of that Child _- 


| 
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the ſcveral Parties. 


whether there be ſuch a Virtue in the World ; 


py plainly appeareth Ry: thei Practices, and 


pecially when they are .placed in thoſe Sta- 
_ where they can only have Opportunity 


_of ſhewing it,, Laſtly,-the moſt conſiderable 
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among the Heathens,. did generally believe 
Rewards and Puniſhment i in a Life to come, 


which is. the great Principle for Conſcience to 
work-upon ; whereas, too many of thoſe who _ 
would be thought the moſt confiderable among. 


us do, both by. their Practices and their. Dil- 


_ courſes, TE. affirm, that they. believe no 


thing at all of the Matter. ©. 


built, give me Leave, before I conclude, to 
let you ſee how neceflary fuch a Conſcience is, 


to.conduct us in every Station and Condition 
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mongit us, there-15 none. 
of them that ſeem to have io much as heard, 


Wherefore, fince it hath manifeſtly. appear- 
ed, that a religious Conſcience-is the only true 
folid F oundation upon which Virtue can be- 


_ of our Lives. 


Chat a religious Conſcience is  neceflary.in 


any Station, is confefled, even by thoſe w Gon 


tell us, that all Religion was invented by cun- 


Tome vill be ſure, not only to chuſe out for 


very. Station under- him. ſuch- Perſons as are | 
moſt likely: t to. be hapt in. Awe by Religions. 


h but 


_ ning Men, in order to keep the World in, AWC. 
For, if Religion, by the Confeſſion of its Ad- 


_ verfaries, . be necefiary towards the. well-go-. 
 verning of Mankind, then every. wife Man-in - 
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Age, though 
A flitles. without the Fear of God, are moſt 
gerous Inſtruments, when they are truſted 
with Power. The Laws of Man have thought” 
fit, that thoſe who are called to any Office of 
Truſt, ſhould be bound” by an Oath tothe 


juſtices, without beir | 
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but Bkewifs to carry ſome Appe 
himſelf, 'or elſe he is x very weak Politician : : 
And accordingly, in 
Perſons affe' to be © 
their Counſels will be * found at laſt to be fully 
as deſtruQive to the State as the Church. 

It was' the Advice of. 
Law: Moſes, to provide \ 


Ble Men, ſuch as fear 


God, Men of 4 ruth, hating Covetouſneſs, and to 


place ſuch over the People; and Moſes, who 


was as wiſe a Stateſman, at leaſt, as any in this 
t fit to follow that Advice. Great. 


dang 


faithful Diſcharge of it; but an Oath is an 
Appeal ta God, and therefore can have no In- 
fluence, except upon thoſe who believe that 


_he Ts, and that he is a Rewarder of thoſe that - 


ſeek him, and a Puniſher of thoſe who diſobey 
him: And therefore, we fee, the Laws <a 


ſelves are forced to have Recourle to Conſci- 


ence in thoſe Caſes, becauſe their Penalties 
cannot reach the Ar 


without - being punifl 
why we find fo many F rauds, Abuſes, and! 
Corruptions,' where any Truſt is conferred, ' 


can nr he NO other than that there is ſo: little! 


COmiees 


any Country where great 
ſpiſers' of Religion, 


ethro to his Son-in-' 


: 


can find Ways to be guilty * a thouſand In- 
diſcovered, or at fv | 
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Conia and Religion left in ie W ud, : 
at leaſt their -Men in therr Choice of Inftru- 
ments have private Ends jn View, which are 
different from the Service of the Publick; 
fides, it is certain, that Men who profeſs to 
have no Religion, are full as zealous to-bririg 
over Proſelytes, as any Papift or Fanatick*can 

1 he; and therefore, if thoſe who are in Station 
high enou =— be of Influence or Example'to 
others; if thoſe, I ſay, openly profeſs/'a Con- 
tempt or Diſbelief of | Ke hon, they will be _ 
ſure to make all their Dependents of 6A 
Principles; and what Security can the Publick 
_expe&@ from ſuch Perſons, wheneyer their In- 
tereſts or their Luſts come into Competition 
with their Duty? It is very poſſible for a 
Man who has the Appearance of Religion, 
and a great Pretender to Conſcience, 'to be 

T wicked, and an Hypocrite; but it is impoſſible 
j- fir a cn who openly declareth againſt Re- 
ive Ly : reaſonable Security that he 


Y \ 4 a 
[\."Þ 

| | | 

' | 


| »-4 wohoug and cruel, and corrupt, 
whenever : a Ter eten offereth, which he 
<> valueth more than he doth the Power where- 
| with he was truſted. And, if fuch a Man 
| _ doth not betray his Cauſe and his Mafter, it © 
was only i the Temptation was not pro- 
| perly offered, or the Profit was too ſmall, or 
Le r too great. And hence it is, that 
we find fo little Truth or Juſtice among us, 
becauſe there are ſo very few, who either 3 in 
I the Service of the Publick, - or -in common 
1 Dealings 
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23 On the 'TzsTIMONY, Cc. 
Dealings/with each other, do ever look far- 
ther than their own Advantage, and how to 
ard themſelves . ag; the. Laws of the 
Country; which-a Man may do by Favour, 
by Secrecy,.. or :by . Cunning, . although he 
reaketh almoſt every Law of God,  _ 
Therefore to conclude: It plainly appears, 
that unleſs Men are guided by-the Advice and 
Judgment of a_ Conſcience founded on Reli- 
ion, they can give no Security that they will 
either good. Subjefts, faithful Servants of 
the Publick, or. honeſt in their mutual Deal- 
ings; fince there is no other Tie through 
which the Pride, or Luſt, or Avarice, or Am- 
bition of Mankind will not certainly break one 


Time or other. _ E 
Confider what hath been ſaid, &s, 


ON THE 


'' R I NIT Y. 


i Epiſt. Gen. of St. Joun, V. 


for” there are T, hree that bear Record in Heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy i, nt 
and theſe Three 2, Ara 


HIS Day being ſet apart to acknowledge 
our Belief in 5 Eternal Tz iN TTY; IF 


thought it might be proper to employ my pre- 
fent Diſcourte entirely upon that Subje&; and, 


I hope, to handle it in ſuch a Manner, that 


the moſt Ignorant among you, may return 
_ Home better informed of your Duty in this 
_ great Point, than prey you are at preſent. 
ef efled, that by the Weakneſs 
and Indiſcretion of buſy (or, at beſt, of well- 
meaning) People, as 88: 4 as by the Malice of 
thoſe who are Enemies to all Revealed Reli- 
gion, and are not content to pofſeſs their own 
Infidelity 4 1n Silence, without communicating 
"it to the Diſturbance of Mankind ; I fay, | 
theſe Means, it muſt be confefied. that the 
| ———_ nas ny” hath ſuffered very 


_— _ much, 
- V 
Fi \ 7 
- Z L . 


It muſt bo con 
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much, and made Chriſtianity faller a] with 
Firſt, That Men of wicked Liv would b - ; 
very glad there were no iti 
at all: And, ſecondly, If they can 
any one fingle Article in the cond? Reb 
gion which ap not agreeable to their | 
own. corrupted. 4 Reaſon, or. to © a Ae 3 
| of thoſe bad People, who follow the Trade of 

| ſeducing others, they preſently conclude, that 
the Truth'of the whole Goſpel-mult fink along 
with that one Article; which-[.4is juſt as wile, 
as if a Man ſhould ſay, becauſe he diſliketh 
one Law of his Cory: he will therefore 
obſerve no Law at all; and yet, that one Law 
may*be. very reaſonable. in itſelf, :althoughhe 
doth .not alokr it, or doth not know the Rea- 

| ſon of the Lawgivers. . 
| - | Thus it -hath happened with the great Doc- 

| _ trine of the Trinity; which Word i is indeed 
[| not in Scripture, but. was a Term of Art. in- 
vented in the earlier Times, to expreſs the 
Dodtrine by a fingle Woid,. for the Sake of 


Brevity and, Commence; The Dodtine then, ; 


1M AS. Ielivered in 00 


_ exactly: in the ſame nc 
| amaunteth only to. this, That the Father, the 
|. Son,. and the: Holy Ghoſt, are each of be 
S God, and yet that there is but One God. 
| as to the Word Per/on, when we fay. there +3 
-  ' Thixe Perſons; and as-to thoſe other E | 
-Nations.in the Athanaſian Creed, this Day road - 
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ſprang -up.Aan Hereſy. | 
Med Arians, from. one Artus the 
them. Theſe denied; our Saviour to 
EF although they allowed.-all the reſt of the 
| (wherein they were moſt ſincere than t 
ollowers 'among us.) Thus. . the . Chriitian | 
World \ was divided into. two Tt until; at | 
is now. read, at certain Times in | 
_ urches,,. which, although - It . is- uſeful | 
ification to thoſe who ar Bhs 
'can compre - | 
liged to be- FT 
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as an .Anſwer-to | 


their own. "Way, who WETc very - 


=. WJ " But this Hereſy having reviyed i in the World 
about an hundred Years ago, | and continued | 

| gh fince ; not out.of a Zeal to Truth, but 4 

-_ —- to give. a Looſe to. Wickedneſs, by : 
"off all Religion; ſeveral Divines, . in orde 

anſiver the Cavils of thoſe Adverſaries to Truth | 


a «as "Ka 
—_— $64: . == — C———— —— W Fa BY. "lie AB” Cha. 2 Dl ROE a7 et SE BITE 


SY PI Sr, Vo Pe pr rt oY ws yh At ad ers 


Wyre Wn, Rad 


[ 


PY 


267 +2264 Ove, 44A 7 ANGETY ee et tr7s 
» " #24 | 4. 


L e& 
iz . 
Fi iN _ of 
Hey BID vs : Noa et ang "4; {SS pang es oe app IR IE IOOEDY a aa 
Ex : 4 WER Ie RS» CLE LITER SEA AE KY <I6E Tut; - £ pa toorbbo hd toe ry Ae 2 ER $5 Mi 
nd 


WR LE EDR.. w2: 2 
| Gg- y j + is 
renner ee og er a  * < 
"M1 


34 On the TRINITY. 


and Morality, began to find out farther Expla- 
nations of this Dotctrine' of the Trinity, by 
Rules of Philoſophy ; which have multiplied 
Controverfies to ſuch a Degree, as to beget 
Scruples that have perplexed the Minds of | 
many ſober Chriſtians, who otherwiſe could 
never have entertained their. OLE 
I mult therefore be ſo bold to affirm, that * © 
the Method taken by many of thoſe ated > 1 
Men, to defend the Doarine of the Trinity, 
hath been founded upon a Miſtake. RSS. 
It muſt be allowed, that every Man is bound 
to follow the Rules” arid DireQtions of that 
Meafure of Reafon which God hath given 


him; and, indeed, he cannot do otherwile, if 


he will be Krjcire or a& like a Man. For 
Inftance: If T ſhould be commanded by an *'Þ|Þ 
Angle from Heaven to believe it is Niid-ni; hit 

at Noon-day, yet I could not believe him: Bo 

if I were direftly told in Scripture, That T; reg 

are One, and One is Three, 1 could not con- 


R_ a 


—ceive or believe it in the natural common Senle þÞ|Þ 


of that Expreſſion, but muſt fuppoſe that I 
ſomething dark or myſtical was meant, which . þ 
It pleaſed God to conceal from me, and from 
all the World. Thus, in the Text, There are 


Three that bear Record, &c. Am1 capable of 
knowing and defining what Union, and what 


Diſtin&ion, there may be in the > 20S Na- 


ture ?. which poſſibly may be hid from the. 

Angels themſelves. Again, I ſee it plainly de- 

Claret in nee: nat that there 1 is but one God; 

feng oy and. | ng: ES "= 
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ard yet I find our Saviour claiming the Prero- 


gative of God in knowing Men's Thoughts; 


in ſaying, He and his Father are One ; and be- 


fore Abraham was, I am. I read, that the 
Diſciples worſhipped him ; that T7 homas ſaid 
to him, My Lord and My God. And Saint 
Fobn, Chap. 1. In the Beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 1 read likewiſe, that the Holy Ghoſt 
beſtowed the Gift of Tongues, and the Power 
of working Miracles; which, it rightly confi- 


—_— 
—— 


dered, is as great a Miracle as any, that a 
Number of illiterate Men, ſhould of a ſudden. 
be qualified to ſpeak all the Languages then 
known in the World ; ſuch as could be done 


by the Inſpiration of God alone. From theſe - 


ſeveral Texts it is plain, that God commandeth 
us to believe there is an Union, . and there is a 
Diſtinction ; but what that Union. or what- 
that Diſtinction is, all Mankind are equally 
___ ignorant, and moſt: continue ſo, at -leaſt-until — 
the-Day of PESIE; without ſome new Re- 

' velatron. 
But becauſe I cilice- conceive the Natiace of 
this Union and Diſtinction in the Divine Na- 


ai impoſiible; as I would if any one told me, 
that three Men are one, and:one Man is three ? 


of, yet, literally taken, it is 2 Thing impofli- 


FD ble.” : _But the Fon telleth us, We fee but in 
= D Part, SOM 
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| We are told, that a Man and his Wife are one_ 
Fleſh: This I can comprehend the Meaning 
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On the TRINITY: 


Part, and ve know but in Part; and yet we . 
would comprehend all the ſecret Ways and 
Workings of God, _ | 

"Therefore I ſhall again repeat the Do&trine 
of the Trinity, as it 18: poſitively | affirmed in 
Scripture; that God is there expreſſed i in three 
different Names, as Father, as Son, and as 
Holy Ghoſt ; that each of theſe is God, and 
that there is but one God. But this Union 
and Diſtintion are a My y ſtery utterly unknown 
to Mankind, _ 

This 1s enough for any good Chriſtian tc to 
believe on this great Article, without ever. in- 
quiring any farther : And this can be contrar: 
to no Man's Reaſon, although the Knowledge 


of 1 it is hid from him. 


But there is another Difficulty of great Im- 
portance, among thoſe who quarrel with the 
Dotetrine of the Trinity, as well as with ſeve- 
ral other Articles of Chriſtianity ; which is, 


_that our Religion aboundeth in Myſteries, and 
theſe .they are fo bold to revile as Cant, Im- J 
poſture, and Prieſt-craft. - It is impoſſible for us, 

to determine for what Reaſons God thought fit 


to communicate ſome Things to us in "Part, 
and leave ſome Part- a Myttery.. "But fo it. 
is in Fa; and ſo the Holy Scripture telleth . 


us in "Fi: Places. For Inſtance : The Re-. 
ſarreQion and Change of our Bodies are called 


Myſteries by Saint Paul; our Saviour's Incar- 


nation 1s another ; the Kingdom. of God is 
called a Eo 2h by « our C Bois s to. be only 
_ known | 
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On the TRINITY: 38 


kiiokn t to his Diſciples; ſo is Faith, and the 


| Word of God,” by Saint Paul. | T omit many 


others. $0, that to'declare againſt all Myſte- 


ries. without Diftinftion or Exception, is to 


declare againſt the whole Tenor of the New 
Teſtament. 


Myſtery under ici. Firſt, wheth It i 


not taught and commanded in Holy Writ; or, ' 


ſecondly, when the Myſtery turneth to the 


Advantage of thoſe who preach it to others. 
Now, as to the firſt, it can never be ſaid, that 
we preach Myſteries without Warrant from 
Holy Scripture, although I confeſs this of the 
Trinity may have ſometimes been explained 
by human Invention, which might, perhaps, 


it will not be poſſible to charge the Proteſtant 
Prieſt-hood with propoſing any temporal Ad- 
vantage + pad o broaching, - molt 


4 of the Holy Ghoſt, -bring the leaſt 


' Profit or Power to the preachers? No; it 8 


as great a Myſtery to themſelves as it is to the 
meaneſt of their Hearers; and miay be 
a Cauſe of Humiliation, by putting their Un- 
derſtanding in that Point upon a Level with 


indeed, the Roman Church hath very much 


better have been ſpared. As to the ſecond; 


rather 


the moſt ignorant of. their Flock. It is true, - 


_ enriched hefſelf by trading in Myſteries, for 
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ark Of Ten Trinity, for Inſtance, Te he | | 


winch IT have not the leaſt Autho! rt, 0 


IM EI) Ee 


NI 

LS ES) - 

KEY I. 
"IN Þ&- 
© EB 


36. On the TRINITY. 


Scripture, and were fitted only to advance their” 

- own temporal Wealth and Grandeur ; fuch as 
Tranſubſtantiation, worſhipping of Images, In- 
dulgences for Sins, Purgatory, and Maſſes for 

"the Dead; with many more: But, it is the 
perpetual Talent of thoſe who have W-will to' 
our Church, or a Contempt for all Religion, 
taken up. by the Wickednels of their Lives, to 
charge-us with the ' Errors and Caruptions of 
Popery, which all Proteſtants have thrown off 
near two hundred Years ;- whereas thoſe My-. 
ſteries held by us, have no Proſpe&t of Power, | 

* Pomp, or Wealth but have been ever main- 
tamed by the univerſal Body of true Believers 
from the Days of the Apoſtles, and will be fo 
to. the Reſurrettion ; nexther will the Gates of 
Hell prevail againft them. 

. It may be thought, perhaps, A firange Thang, 
that God ſhould” require  us- to. believe Myſte- 
ries, while the Reaſon. or Manner of what we 
axe-to-believe,-is-above-our- Comprehenfion, ____ __ 
and wholly concealed from us : Neither doth 

_ it appear at firſt Sight, that the- believing, or. 
not beheving them, doth. concern. either the " 
Glory of God, or contribute to the Goodneſs / 
 or-Wickedneſs of our Lives; but this is a 7 2 
and: 'dangerous Miſtake. We ſee what a 
mighty Weight is laid upon Faith, both in the 
Old-and New. Teſtament. - In the former we 
read, - how-the Faith of Abraham is praiſed, 

\ who could beheve that God would: raiſe from 
him a great Nation, at the yery ſame ont "= 


wad _ 


» 


Power of God.” _ 2s aha: a, 
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On the TRINITY, 3 


that he was commanded to facrifice- his only 
Son, and defſpaired of any other Iſſue; and 
this was to him a great Myſtery. Qur'bSavi- _ 
our is perpetually preaching Faith to his Diſci- 
ples, or reproaching them with the Want of 


_ it; and Saint Paul produceth numerous Ex- 


amples of the Wonders done by Faith. And 
all this is highly: reaſonable ; for Faith is an 
entire Dependence upon the Truth, the Power, 
the Juſtice, and the Mercy of God ; which 
Dependence will certainly inchne us to obey 
him in all Things: So that the -great Lxcel- 
lency of Faith eonfiſteth in the Conſequence it 
hath upon our A@tons ; as, if we depend up- 
oh the Truth and Wiſdom of a Man, we fhall 
certainly be more diſpoſed to follow Hia Advice. 
Therefore, let no Man think that he can lead 
as good a_ moral Life without Faith, as with it ; 
for this Reaſon, becauſe he who hath no Faith, 


cannot, by the Strength of his own Reaſon or 
BY adeavours,” 1o-ealt ly-refiſt- Temptations 


the other who dependeth upon God' S AMR 
_ ance mn the overcoming his Frailties, and 3s 


{are to be rewarded for ever in Heaven, for 
his Victory over them. Faith, ſays the Apo- 


Me, #s the Evidence of Things not ſeen; He. 


means, that Faith is a Virtue by which any 
Thing commanded us by God to. belieye, ap= 
peareth evident and —__ tous, although we - 
do not ſee, nor .can conceive it; becauſe, by 
Faith, we entirely OR ___ the Truth and 
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On. the TRINITY. 


It is an old and true Diſtin&tion, tht Things 
may be above our Reaſon, without being con- 
trary to it. Of this Kind are the Power, the | 
Nature, and the univerſal Preſence” of God, 
with innumerable other Points. How little do 
thoſe who quarrel with Myſteries know of the 


commoneſt Aﬀtions of Nature ? The Growth 


of an Animal, of a Plant, or of the ſmalleſt 
Secd, is a Myſtery to the wiſeſt among Men. 
If an hs Perſon were told that a Load- _ 
ſtone would draw Iron at a Diſtance, he might 
ſay it was a Thing contrary to his Reaſon, and 
could not believe before he ſaw it with his 
Eyes: 
'T he Manner whereby the Soul and Body 
are united, and how they are diſtinguiſhed, is 
wholly unaccountable to us. We ſee but one 
Part, and yet we know we conſiſt of two; and 
t comprehend, any 
more than that of the Trinity. 
_From-what—hath-been ſaid, it -is manifeſt, 
that God did never commind us to believe, 
nor his Miniſters to preach, any Dotine 
which is contrary to the Reaſon he hath 
pleaſed to endow us with ; but for his own 
wife Ends, has thought fit to conceal from vs, 
the Nature of the Thing he commands, there- 
by to try' our Faith and Obedience, and en- . 


_ creaſe our Dependence upon him. 


It is highly probable, that if God. ſhould | 
pleaſe to reveal unto us this er Kh Myſtery of 


"oY 


eries in our _ 


wo Reljpion,-» we « finds: not be able to un; - 


 deritand them, unleſs he would at the ſame 
Time think fit to beſtow 'on us, - fome new 
Powers or Faculties of the Mind, which we 
want at preſent, and are reſerved until the Day 
of ReſurreQion'to Life Eternal. Fer now, as 
the Apoſtle ſayeth, we ſee through a Glaſs dark- 
ty, aries Face to Face. 

- Thus, we fee, the Matter is brought to 
this flue; we muſt either believe what God 
_ directly commandeth us 1n Scripture, Or 


Chriſtian Religion which we pretend to 'pro- 


feſs : But this, T hope, is too Ueſperate- a Dtep 


for any of us to make. *- 
I have already obſerved, that thoſe who 


preach up. the Belief of the T rinity, or of any 
other Myſtery, cannot propoſe any temporat 


Advantage to to themſelves by fo doing. But 


this is not the Cafe of thoſe who oppoſe theſe 
Dodtrines. Do they lead better moral Lives 


than a good Chriſtian ? Are- zhey more Juſt in” © : 


their Dealings? More chaſte, or temperate, or 
charitable ? Nothing at all of this ; but on the 


_contrary, their Intent 1s to overthrow all Reli- 
gion, that they- may gratify their Vices with- _ 


put any Reproach 'from the World, or their 
own Conſcience; and are zealous to bring over 


as many others as- they can to their own Opi-' 


nions ; becauſes it 'is ſome: kind 'of 1 imaginary 
Comfort, to have a Multitude on their-Side. - 
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40 On the TRINITY. 


There 'is no Miracle mentioned in Holy 
Writ, which, if it were ſtrictly examined, is 
| . b | | Not as much contrary to common Reaſon, and 
37  . as much a Myſtery as this Doctrine of the 
| ot _ Trinity; and therefore we may, with equal 
Juſtice, deny the Truth of _ all. For In+ 
ſtance : It is againſt the Laws of Nature, that 
t of a human Body ſhould be able to walk upon 
= = the Water, 'as Saint Peter is recorded ta - 
= a haye done; or that a dead Carcaſe ſhould be 
raiſed from the Grave after three Days, when 
it began to be corrupted ; which hes who 
underſtand Anatomy, will pronounce to be im- - 
poſſible, by the common Rules of Nature and 
Reaſon. Yet theſe Miracles, and many: others, 
are poſitively affirmed in the Goſpel; and theſe 


Pe 
v.20 


we muſt believe, or give up our Hol Religion 
- _ to Atheiſts and Infidels. _ -- 
= |! __- IT ſhall now make a few Inferences and OF: 
| tl  ſ{ervations from what hath been ſaid. 
T® i FixsT, It would be well, if People would 
I © mot lay fo much Weight on their own Reaſon ' 
Þ in Matters of Religion, as to think every Thing 
[ impoſſible and abſurd which they cannot con- | 
ceive. How often do we contradit the right | 


_ Rules of Reaſon in the whole Courſe of our 
Lives? Reaſon itſelf is true and juſt, but the 
Reaſon of every particular Man He nah and 


| wavering, _ perpetually ſwayed and turned by 


tus Intere ; his Paſſions, and his Vices, Let | 
Man n but confider, when he hath a. -Cone: 1 
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ever to un guſt, al 
fl, to believe that ny is wrong, and 
is-right, when it'maketh for his own any "Ir 
Nel "Where . is then the right Uſe of his 
Reaſon, which he ſo much boaſteth of, and 
which he would blaſphemouſly ſet up to con- 
6 troul the Commands of the Almighty ? 
__ SexconDLY, When Men are tempted to de- 
| py. the Myſteries of Religion, let them exas. 
1 mine-and ſearch into kw own Hearts, whe- - 
| ther they have not ſome favourite Sin which is 
of their Party in this Diſpute, and which ——j 
equally contrary to c Commands of God in | 
the Goſpel ? For, - why do Men love Dark- 
| . —nebs rather than Light? The Scripture telleth 
' is, Becauſe their Deeds are evil; and there can 
be no other Reaſon affigned. Therefore when 
Men are curious and inquiſitive to . diſcover 
ſome weak Sides in Chriſtianity, and inclined 
to favour every Thing that is offered to its Diſ- 
—_ they with Dare nor 
| true, and thoſe Wiſhes can proceed from no- 
HP thing but an evil Conſcience ; becauſe, it 
| hw be Truth in our Rebgion, their Condi- 
| tion muſt be miſerable... : 
And therefore, TEIRDLY, Men ſhould con- 
fider, that raifing Difficulties concerning the 
Myſteries in Religion, cannot make them more 
| wiſe, learned, or virtuous ; better Neighbours, 
or Friends, or more ſerviceable to chan - we. 
Dy Bo try; but, what ver they Nonnd. will inci 2. 


One TRINITY,” 


their inward Peace of Mind, rpetual : 
Doubts-and Fears ariſing in their gl on And; . 
God' forbid we ſhould ever ſee the Times lo, 
| bad, when dangerous Opinions in Religion, * 
will be- a Means to get Favour and Preferment; 
although even in ſuch a Caſe, it would be an 
Hl Trattick, to gain the World,” and Iofe our : 
own Souls. So, that upon the Whole, it wilt 
be impoſſible to find any real Uſe towards'a 
virtuous or happy Life, by denying the My 
ſeries of the Goſpel. 
FouRTHLY, "Thoſe ſtrong Unbelievers, who 


expect that all Myſteries ſhould be ſquared and& 

fitted to their own Reafon, might have ſome- 

what to ſay for themſelves, if they could ſatisfy 

the general Reaſon of Mankind in their other > 
Opinions: But herein they are miſerably defec- 
tive, abſurd, and ridiculous; they ſtrain at a 

Gnat, and ſwallow a Camel; ; they can believe 

that - the World was made by Chance; that 


ward Virtue ; that Rein was invented by 


cunning Men, to keep the World in abu Y wh, 

with many cthes Opinions equally falſe and REES. 

-deteſtable, againſt the common Light of Nas 
ture, as well as Reaſon; againſt the univerſal 

Sentiments of all civilized Nations; and offen- : 

five'to the Ears even of a ſober Heathen. | "1 
LasTLY, Since the World aboundeth with 

peſtilent Books, particularly written againſt this 

| Podtrin of the Trinity, it is fit to inform yp _ —— 
that 
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- On the TRINITY. » a3 
that the Authors of them Lam ly 
a Miſtake; they would ſhew how imp 
is that Threecan be One, and One can 
whereas the Scriptu re fayeth no ſuch Thing, = t 
leaſt in that Mints they would make it; but, 

only, that there is ſome kind of Unity and Dif- 
tinction i in the Divine Nature, which Mankind 
cannot poſſibly comprehend : Thus, the whole 
Dottrine is ſhort and plain, and in itſelf unca- 
pable of any Controverſy; fince God himſelf 


hath pronounced the F it, but wholly conceal- 


ed the Manner; and therefore many Divines, 
who thought fit to anſwer thoſe rag Fir Books, 
have been miſtaken too, by anſwering Fools in 


their Folly; and enlekectbag to explain a My- 


ſecret from 
len to avoid 


ſtery which God intended to kee 
us. © And, as T would exhort all. 


reading thoſe wicked -Books, written againſt 


this Doctrine, as dangerous and pernicious; fo 
I hart ws may omit the Anſwers as unnece(- 


flows or none among the Generality of our Con- 
gregations; who donot much trouble themſelves 


with Books, at leaſt of this kind. However, 


many, who do not read themſelves, are ſeduced 


too fre 


by others that do, and thus become 1 unbe 
upon "Truſt, and at ſecond-hand : And this is 
nt a Caſe; for which Reaſon F have 
endeayoured to put this DoQtrine upon a ſhort, 
and ſure Foot, levelled to the meaneſt Under- 


ſtanding; by which we may, as the Apoſtle 
Mi wo ith, be ready SP to give an Antwer 


-Fhis, I confeſs, will probably affte& but _ 


zelievers 


a4 . On the TRINITY. 


to every Man that aſketh us a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in us, with Meeknelſs and Fez 
ind, thus I have done with' my ' SubjeR, : 
which, probably I ſhould not have 9g ifT 
had not been invited to it by the Occafion of 
this Seaſon, appointed on Purpoſe to celebrate 
the Myſteries of the Trinity, and the Deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt; wherein we pray to be kept 
Kedfaſt in this Faith; and what this Faith is, I 
| haveſhewnyou in the plaineſt Manner I could. 
For, upon the Whole, it is no more than this: 
| God commandeth us, by our Dependence upon 
his Truth and his holy Word, to believe a Fat 
_that we do not underſtand, And /this is no 
more than what we do every Day in the Works 
of Nature, upon the Credit of Men of Learn- 
ing. ' Without Faith we can do no Works ac- 
ceptable to God; for, it they proceed from any 
other Principle, they will not advance our Sal- 
vation; and this Faith, as I have explained it, 
we may acqure,. without givin ppaerrnnials 


or or ern our Reaſon, 


y God of his 
infinite Mercy infpire- us with = Faith in 
every Article and Myſtery of -our holy Reli- 
gion, fo as to diſpoſe us to do what 1s pleaſing 
in his Sight; and this we pray t JeSUs © 

| Cant, to whom, with the "Bag and the 

_ Holy Ghoſt, the myſterious, incomprehentfible, 

 Oxeg GOD, be all Honour and Glory, now | A 
and for evermore. Amen. ---- 
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2 Kixss viii. Part of the 13th Verle. 


And Hazael ſaid, But what, is thy Servant a 


___ Deg, that he ſhould do this great Thing ? 


2 


EE IE 


4474/34 EDO EET TR 


*» 


E have a very fignal Inſtance of 
the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, repre- 
1s in the Perſon of Hazael ; - Who was 


: rophet Elifha, to mquire - of t 
Lord concerning his Maſter the King of Syria's 


* 


ecovery. - For the Man of God having told 
him that the 'King might recover . fro e 


| Diſorder he was then labourimg under, began 


LAN 


to'fet and faſten his Countenance upon | im of 
__ __ © "Wgaen, and to break out into the moſt violent 
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ab The DIFFICULTY of 


Wok Porte, 4 ; and know very Little of what — 


Ws 
» - 


Expreflions of Sorrow, and a deep Concern 
for it; whereupon, when Hazael, full of Sh NC 
28d Confulicn, aſked; Why weepeth. my Lord? 
He anſwered, Becauſe F4 (5-908 all the Evil hy 


thou wilt-do unto the Children of Iſrael; their 


frong Holds wilt thou fet on Fire, and their 
young Men wilt thou flay with the Sword, and 
wilt daſh thetr Children, and rip up their Worneh. 
with Child. Thus much did the Man of God 
ſay and know of him, by a Light darted into 
his Mind from Heaven. But Hazael, not 
knowing himſelf fo well as the vther did, was 
ſtartled and amazed at the Relation, and would 


not believe it poſſible, thata Man of his Tem- 


per could ever run out into ſuch enormous In$ 
ſtances of Cruelty and Inhumanity, What, 
ſayeth he, 2s thy Servant @ Deg, that be - ſhould 
do this great Thing ? 

And yet, for all this, it is highly propable, 
that he was then that oy Man, he could not 


treacherous: and iſloyal Ne Fa" 
his own Maſter, and uſurping his Kingdom; 
which was but a Prologue to the faid Tragedy 
which he afterwards ated On the People < of- 


— Tjrael, 


And now the Cafe is but very little better 
with moſt Men, than it was with Hazael; 


however it cometh to paſs, they are wonder- 


fully unacquainted with their own Temper and 


—0-.4——— 


_ indiſcreet, and miſbecoming * Things 3 
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within them: For bak 1d, am 

fans that ; are in the: orld,” where is there one 
of them, who; 'although he hath all the'Sym- 
ptoms of the Vice a appearing upon every Occa- 
fion, can look with fuch an impartial Eye tpon 
himſelf, as to. believe that the Imputation - 
thrown upon him, is not altogether groundleſs 
and unfair ? Who, if he. were told by Men 
of a diſcerning Spirit and a ſtrong Conlettire, 
of- all the evil and abſurd Things which that 
falſe Heart of his would at one Time or other 


betray him into, would not believe as little, 


and wonder as much, as Hazael did before 


him ?. Thus, for Inſtance : Tell an angry 
Perſon, that he is weak and impotent, and of 


no Confiſtency of Mind; tell him, that fuch 
or ſuch a little Accident, which he may then 
deſpife, and think much below a Paſſion, ſhall 
hereafter make him fay and do ſeveral abſurd, 


: He _ 


ment within hit: that wall not Jet him be 1M- 


Text to our > Apes Occaſion, I ſhall == woes 
in a further Proſecution of then. to evince the 


great Neceflity of a nice and curious Inſpettion 


.nek the EYES anteced of the Heart, that” 
| £ "being 
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being the fareſt and the WE” Meth hod 
a wicked Man can take to reform. himſelf + =, 
For let us but ſtop. the Fountain, and the - 
Streams will ſpend and waſte themſelves away 
ina very little Time; but if we go about, like 
Children, to raiſe a Bank, and to ſtop the Cur-- 
refit, not taking Notice all the while of the - 
Spring which continually feedeth it, when the * 
next Flood of a Temptation rifeth and break-/ 
eth in upon it, 'then we ſhall find that we have 
begun at the wrong End of our Duty, and that 
we are very little more the better for it, than. 
if we had fat ſtill, and made no Advances at all. 
But, in order to a clearer Explanation of the 
Point, I ſhall ſpeak to theſe following Partt- 
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Firſt, By endeav ouringto prove, Fo bak 
ricular Juſtances, that Man is generally-_ 
the moſt 1 Rc INNRE 4 in the World 
of himſelf. _ 


Secondly, By enquiring, into = Gros: 


and Reaſons of this Ignorance. 


Thirdly, and Iaftly; By propofing ſeveral 
| ph IE that do moſt aſſuredly attend a' 


Care re rn ren CA oe ene Ir 


-dne Improvement in. the Knowledge of - 


ourſelves. 


hom 


_ Fiſt then. TY prove that Man is ceriped] = 
the moſt ignorant Creature in the World, of. 


arr ——— 
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Ro lent Purpoſe, without ever letting it ſtep forth. 


—_—_ > Nay, ſome Perſons do 
| Deceit a little higher ; who, if they. can but 
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"LG in all its overt Winn 
| , and under that nfin! 


| rtaking; fo that Liball obs 
ay: If to ſuch as have a nearer Reverence to 
preſent Occaſion, and do, upon a cloſer 
View , ſhew the mſelves through the whole 
Buſineſs of Repentance. _ For we all know 
what it is to- repent ; but whether he repent- 


th him truly of his Sins or not, who can 


know it ? 
Now the great Duty of [Pak ODE Is ; chiefly 


made up of theſe two Parts,- a hearty Sorrow 


for the Follies and Miſcarriages of the Tume 
paſt, and a full Purpoſe and Reſolution of 
Amendment for the Time to come. And now, 


to ſhew the Falſeneſs of the Heart i in both theſs 


Parts of Repentance. And, _ 
Firſt, As to a hearty Sorrow for the Sins 
es of the Time paſt, Is there 


a more uſual Thing than for a Man to impoſe 
upon himſelf, by putting on a grave and de- 
mure Countenance, by caſting a ſevere Look 
into his paſt Conduct, and making fome few 
pious and devout Reflections u 
to believe that he hath repented to an excel- | 


into Practice, and ſhew it{clf in a. holy: Con- 
carry the 


1t, and then: 
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: bying themſetves-to weep. for their Sins: are 

in full of an ill-grounded- Confidence /and- 
Jcutir ; never confidering,, that all this may; 
prove to be no more than the very Garb and 
qutward Dreſs of a contrite Heart, which an- 
Other Heart, as hard as the nether Mill-ftone, - 
may as well put on: For Tears and Sighs,. 
however in ſome Perſons they may þe decent: 
and commendable Expreffions of a godly Sor- 
row, 'are neither necetfary, nor infallible Signs 
of a . true and ' unfeigned Repentance. Not 
neceſſary, becauſe ſometimes, and in. ſome- 
Perſons, the inward Grief and Anguiſh of the- 
Mind may” be too big to be exprefſed_by fo. 
little a Thing as a Tear, and BELL it HER 
its. Edge inwards upon the Mind; and like: 
thoſe Wounds of the Body which bleed in- 
wardly, it. generally proves the moſt fatal and. 
| dangerous to the whole Body of Sin: Not in- 
fallible, becauſe a very {mall Portion of Sorrow 
may make ſome tmder Diſpohtions melt, and 
break out into Tears; or a Man may perhaps- 
weep at parting with his Sins, as he would: to: 
bid the lat Farewell to an old Friend that he 


Was ſure never to ſee again. 1 
But there is ftill a more pleaſant Cheats in: 


| this Aﬀeir, that when we find a Deadneſs, and, _ ._ 


a range Kind of Unaptneſs and Indiſpoſition 3 
to. all Impreſtions of Religion, and that we 


_cannot - be as truly forry tor-our Sins as we. 
ſhould be, we then pretend to be forry that” 


__Weare not more v muy for -thems which 2 is-not - 
er ae Sos: ks. 


Kxowine Ons's Ser e. 


fs abfard and irrationa _ N12] 
ſhould pretend to be very angry at a Thing, 
becauſe he did not know how to be angry at 


*But le all, what is wanting in this Part of 
pentance, we expect to make it up in the. 
next; and to that Purpoſe we put on a Reſo- 
lvtion of Amendment, which we take to be zs + 
firm as a Houſe built upon a Rock; fo that. 
let the Floods ariſe, and the Wind blow, and. 
the” Streams beat vehemently upon it, nothin 
ſhall ſhake it into Ruin and Diforder: 
doubt not, upon the Strength of this M4 
to ſtand faſt and unmoved amidſt the Storm of | 
a” Temptation; and do firmly beheve, at the 
Time we make it, that TR 1 in the World 
_ will ever be able to make us commit thoſe Sins 
over again, which we have ſo firmly refolved 
againſt. | 
"Thus many a Time Hive we come to the | 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, with a full 


_ Purpoſe of Amendment, and with as foll 2a 


-— Boukh; ITE: thoſe very 


Perfuafion of putting that ſame Purpoſe into 
Praftice; and yet have we not all as often” 
broke that good Purpoſe, and falfified that fare 
_ Perſtnafi y farting afide, like a broken - 
Sins, cn" we then fo” 
ſolemnly and'fo confidently declared againſt? 
* Whereas, had but any other Perſon entered” 
with. us into a "Vow fo ſolemn, that he had.” 
Sacrament UPoR it, F betieve 


taken the Holy” 
ceived tis by bre ing in 


_ uo he” but once de 
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porr the TIDY we ht Lot ever : after bs 
prevailed upon to truſt that Man again, although 
we . {till continue, to truſt. our own | Hearts, | 
gainſt Reaſon and againſt Experience. 
This indeed is a dangerous Deceit enough; 


| and will of courſe betray all thoſe well-mean- - 


ing Perſons into. Sin and Folly, who are apt to 
a Religion for a much eafier Thing than it 
- But this 1s not the only Miſtake we are - 

apt to run into ;-we do not only think ſome- 
times -that we can do. more than we can do, 
bit ſometimes that we are incapable of doing; 
leſs ;-.an- Error- of another Kind indeed, - but 
not leſs dangerous, arifing from 2. Diffidence 


and. falſe Humility. For how much a wicked 


Man can do in the Buſineſs of Religion, if he 
would but do his beſt, is very often more than _ 
he can tell. 


Thus nothing i 1s more common than to ſee. 
a wicked Man running -headlong into. Sin and 


Folly agginſt _ Reaſon, againſt his Religion, 


is going to. do will be an Fn $4 Diſparage- 
ment to his Underſtanding, which, at another 
Time; .he ſetteth no ſmall Value upon ; tell 


_ him that it will blacken his Reputation, which — | 
| he had. rather die for than loſe ;. tell him that 


the Pleaſure of the Sin is * and tranſtent, 


_ and leaveth a vexatious Kind of a Sting behind  _ 


it,- which -wall Very hardly. be: drawn forth ; . 
tell. him that this is one £ thoſe Things for 


keen God will moſt. Arey ol ng an = 


LYT4"754 
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fudginer 
+ full Afurance and” Perſuaſion : And: 
all this, he ſhutteth his Eyes againſt all Con- 
vietion,” and ruſheth into the Sin, like a Horfe- 


Into the Battle; as if he had nothing left to dog * 


but like a filly Child to wink- hard, and to 
think to eſcape a certain and an infinite. Miſc 
chief, *only by endeavouring not to ſee it. 

And now to ſhew that the Heart hath givers 
in a falſe Report of the Temptation, we may 
learn from this, that the fame weak Man 
would refit and maſter the ſame. powerful 
Temptation, upon Conſiderations of infiniteiy 
leſs Value, than thoſe which Religion offereth, 

nay, fach vile Confiderations, that the Grace: 
of God cannot without Blaſphemy be ſuppoſed 
to add any manner of Force and: Efficacy to 
them. Thus, for Inſtance : It would:ibe* ary 
hard Matter to dreſs up'a Sin'in fucty ſoft and 


tempting Circumſtances, that a truly covetous 


Man would not refift for a. confiderable Sin 
- of Money ; when neither the Hopes of Hea- 
ven, nor the Fears'of Hell, could make arr 


: Impreſſion upon him baſore'; But can any 
Thing be a furer Indication of the Deceitful= 


| neſs of the Heart, than thus to ſhew more =» 


Courage, Reſolution, and Adivity, in an ul 


Cauſe, than it doth 1 a*good one?” And tor 


exert itſelf to better - Purpoſe, when it -is to 
ſerve its own Pride, or Luſt,” or- Revenge, 'Oor 


nent, which he ET to believe witht 
yet f for #7 


atty « other Paſſion, than when itis to ſerve. God 


LY <= The DIFFICULTY of: 


the Argu ments that have ever been made vſe 
of to wy 2 Men over to Religion and a good 
Life ? Ang thus having ſhewn that a Man 1s 
= wonderfully apt to * 6 and impoſe upon 
TH. Himſelf, in paſling through the ſeveral Stages 
of that great Duty, ie ; 1 ain 
Row in the q 
Second Place, To enquire into the Grounds 
and” Reaſons of this Ignorance, and to-feeww + = 
whence it cometh to paſs, that a Man, the only E 
. Creature in the World that can reflet and. look | 
into bimſelf, fkould know fo little of what paſſeth | 
within him, and 'be ſo very much unacquainted 
even with the landing Diſpoſitimns and Com- 
piexion of his wn Heart. The prime Reaſon 
of it is, becauſe we fo very ſeldom converſe 
with ourſelves, and take fo little. Notice of 
what pafſeth within us: For a Man can no 
more ek his own Heart, than he can know 
his own Face, any other wW ay than by Reflec- 
_ tion ; he may as well tell over every 7 eature 
of the ſmaller Portions of his Face without the 
Help of a Looking-glaſs, as he can tell all the 
ned Bents and Tendencies of the Soul, thoſe 
ſtanding Features and Lineaments- of the-i an- 
ward Man, and know all the various Changes 
that this is liable to from Cuſtom, from Paſſion, 
and from Opinion, without a yery quan Uſe 
of looking within himfelt. 
For our Paſſions and Inclinations are not 
lay A the Wing, and always Omngt to-.. 
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rome We and Wealnefles; fop a Man -may 
turn the Eye-of ind - inward 


4 mn a Glaſs, and go away, and Draigh forget 


manner .of Man he was. 


, and obferve how / little 
Thi dw and aftefted him, - and what 
manner of Impreſſion 1t made opon his Hcart; 
this done with, tliat Frequency and Caretulnet 
mportance of the Duty--doth 
require, -moald; in 2 ſhort Time, bring him 


S © 2. ccar and mtinate | Acquaintance, avith 
a danelk: oor fri. ot on; 
; . Þut when Menmnfteac Js, -do paſs away 
- ears and Years i in 2 «pare mber of thc 
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little more of xwhat pai- 
e very Beaſts whi 

_amils- to-en- 

aſons why moſt Men have (o- 

n:with. themſelves, -2 7 
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4 without ſome Pain and. Difficulty; Fox 
re a Man. can; .refle& upon. himſelf; and 
lear eras E ye, .he muſt; 
contrat his Sight, and colle&- al his ſcattered 
and roving Thovghts/ into. ſome: Order and: 
Compats, that be -may-be able-to.take a clear 
and diſtin View p- them; he. muſt retire 
from the World for a- while, and -be-unatten» 
tive to.all Impreflions of Senſe; and how:hard 
and painful a Thing mutt it needs be-to.a Man 4 
of Paſſion and Infirmity, amidſt fach,a Crowd : 
of Oh eds. that are-continually. ftriking-upon 
the. Senſe, and folliciting the. ” Aﬀoione not 
to be moved and interrupted by one or other. of 
them ! But, 
Secondly, Another Reaſon why. we ſo ck oY 
dom Laht.60% with ourſelves, is, becauſe the 
Buſineſs of the World taketh up. all our Time, 
And leayeth us no Portion of it to ſpend upon 
this great Work and Labour of -the Mind. 
Lhus twelve or fourteen Years paſs away be © 
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fore we-can well diſcern Good from Evil; and 

.af the. reſt ſo much +goeth away in Sleep; fo | 
much 3 in, the ordinary Buſineſs of Lite, and-ſo | 
much proper Buſineſs of our Calling vs, 
that we "have none to lay out upon the more 
ſerious and religious Employments. Every 
Man's Life is. an imperfe& Sort of a Cirele 
which he repeateth and runneth over every 
Day ; -he hath a Set of Thoughts, Defires, and 


Unclinations, which return. uPc him. } in 2 thei 
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ide to 1 ake room for any Thing 1 
__ uncommon: ©So that call upon him VER 
you wp, to fet- about the Study of his ow 
les _ and you are ſure to find him pre 
ed ;-either he hath ſome Buſineſs to HY 
or ſome Diverſion to take, fome Acquaintance 
that he' muſt viſit, or ſome Company that he 
muſt entertain, or fome croſs Accident hath 
» him out of Humour, and unfitted him for 
uch a grave Employment. And thus it 
cometh to pals, that a Man can never find 
Eeifure to look into himſelf, becauſe he doth 
not ſet apart ſome Portion of the Day for that 
yery-Purpoſe, but fooliſhly deferreth it from 
one Day to another, until "his Glaſs is almoſt 
run out, and he is called upon to give a-mile- 
rable Account of himfelf in the other W orld. 
But, 
Thirdly, Anodicr Reafon why a Man aoth 
_ more re frequently | converſe with himſelf, 1, 


| Heart may diſcover ſome Vice or ſome Infir- 


ey 1s not that Perſon ie took himſelf | to ha 
That he hath neither the Courage, nor*the 
Honeſty, nor the Piety, nor the Humility, 
"that _ dreamt! he had ? That a very little 
Pain, for Anftance, putteth him- out of all 
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difarmeth him into Eaſe -and  Wantonneſs? 
That he hath been at more Pains and Labour, - 
and Coft, to be revenged of an Enemy, than 
to oblige the beſt Friend he hath inthe World p- 
That he cannot bring himſelf to fay his Prayers 
without a great deal of Relutancy; and when 
he doth fay them, the Spirit and: Fervour' of 
Devotion evaporate in a very ſhort Time, and 
he can ſcarcely hold-out a Prayer of ten Lines, 
without a Number of idle and impertinent, if 
not vain and wicked Thoughts coming into his 
Head ? Theſe are very unwelcome Difſcoverics 
that a Man may make-of himſelf; fo that it-is 
no. wonder that every one, who is already 


tuſhed with a good Opinion of himielt, ſhould 


rather itudy how to run away from it, than 
how to converie with his own Heart. 

+ But farther. If a Man were both able and 
willing to retire into his own Heart, and to fet 


apart ſome Portion of the Day for that very 


_ urpole;- yet -. he is {ttill diſabled from paſf nga. omen 
-fair and impartial Judgment upon himſelf, by 
ſeveral Ditticulties, arifing partly from Preju- 
-dice and Prepofleſſion, partly from the lowes 
Appaties and Inclinations. And, -- 


Firſt, That the Buſineſs of. Prepofie ion | 


may lead and betray a Man into a falſe Judg- 


ment of his own Heart. For we may obſerve, 
. thatthe firſt Opinion we take up of any Thin 

'or any Perſon, doth generally ſtick cloſe: to us; 
the. Nature of the Mind being. fuch, that. it 


cannot but detire, and x6: conſequently cndeavour 


i9 


to have he's certain RE 
ning = fixed and 
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fhicu ty ' brought 

Man they _ once ke an ill ck 
of ; and perhaps, that too, for a very abfurd 
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and Kar Beafon, - But how much 
more dithcult then, mult it be for a Man, who 
taketh up a fond Opinion of his own Hoa, 
long. before he hath either Years or Gonſe 
_w_— to underſtand it, either to be perſuaded 
'out of it by himſelf, whom he loveth ſo well; 
or. by. another, whoſe Intereſt or Diverfion it 
4  maay be to make him aſhamed of himſelf? 
'F Eee. 14 
F - decondly, As to. the Difficulties. upkos from 
| the inferior Appetites and Inclinations, let any 
[Man look into his own Heart, and heron 3n 
bow diftcrent a Light, and under what difier- 
-ent Complexions any two Sins-of equal Turpi- 
tude and Malignity do appear to him, if he 
; hath but a ſtrong Inclination to. the one, and 
F- - none at all to the other. That which he hath 


x an Incligation to, is always drefled up in 2} 
|| _the alte uty hat a fond and buſy Imagina- 
: ON can give it; the. other hea enng naked 
[4 and deformed. and in all the true Circumſtances 


5 _ of Fdllyand Diſhonour. Thus, Stealing: is a 
_ Vice that few Gentlemen are inclined to; and 
they jutftly think it below the Dignity of a Man, 


OL to ERSOP t to fo baſe znd low a Sin; but no Prin- 
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ciple of Honour, no Workings of the Mint - 
and Conſcience,” nor the till Voice of Merey, 
not the dreadful Call of Jus >ment, any 
Conſiderations whatever, can put {top to that 
Violence and Oppreffion, that Pride'and Am- 
bition, that Revelling and Wantonnefs, which 
we every Day meet with in the World. Nay, 
it is eaſy to obſerve very different Thoughts'in 
a Man, of the Sin that he is moſt fond of, ac- 
cording to the different Ebbs and Flows of his 
| Inclinations to it. For, as foon as the Appetite” 
1s alarmed, and ſcizeth upon the Heart, a little 
Cloud pathereth about the Head, and ſpreadeth 
a kind of Darkneſs over the Face of the Soul, 
_ whereby it is hindered from taking a clear and” 
diſtinct View of Things ; but no ſooner is the 
Appetite tired and fatiated, but the ſame Cloud” 
pafſeth away like a Shadow, and a new Light 
ſpringing up in the Mind of a ſudden, the Ma 
_  ſeeth much more, bath of the Folly, and of _ 
the Danger of the Sin, than he did befo: 


bo 
- And thus having done with the ſeveral Rea-" 
ſons why Man, the only Creator in the World 
that can refle&t and look into himſelf,” is fo w_ 
ignorant of what pafſeth within him, an 
much unacquainted with the ftanding Dif] 
tions and Complexions of his own Heart [ pr j- 
ceed now, in the © © 
Third and laſt Place, to lay Ad ſever 
Advantages, that do moſt aſſuredly attend a due' 
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amils. withi RE for Inſtance, how narrow 


'S 
Upon how: little Reaſon do we take up an 


Tent a Thing, is the Imagination, . even in the # 


beſt and wiſeſt Men? Inſomuch, that every. 2 


"ever Rep ions of the 
LN irregular ws 3 
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teda Thing is the Underſtanding? 


Opinion, and upon how much leſs ſometimes 
do we lay it down again? How weak and falſe 2 
Ground. do we: often walk ' upon with. the £ 
biggeſt Confidence and Afurance, and how. 
tremulous and doubtful we. are-very. often, ; 
where no Doubt is to be made? Again, How 
wild and impertinent, how buſy and incohe-. LO 
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Man may be ſaid to be mad, but every Man- 4 
doth- not ſhew it. Then as to the Paflions;, 
how noiſy, how turbulent, and how tumulty-\ 1 
?-How eafily are they ftirred-and- + 
ſet 2 going, how eager .and hot in the. Purſuit, -- 
and .what. Drlorder and Confuſion do: | 
they throw a Man into? So that he, can NEL 
do, while he. is under the ETA of any- 
one of them. .. ; 

Thus, let every Man look with a ſevere and 

impartial Eye _ all the diſtin&t Regions of 
he Heart, m_ no doubt, {ſeveral Detormities 
and Ircegularities, | that he never Hogg of, 
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will open and diſflofe themſelves npon ſo near 

_n View: and rather make the Man aſhamed 
of himſelf, than proud. 

Secondly, A due Improvement iN Ie 


ns from the fly and infimating” Afﬀaults of 

Flattery. There is not in the World a baſer, 

_ and more hateful Thing than Flattery ; it pro- 

ceedeth from ſo much Falfenefſs and Infincerity 
- in the Man that giveth it, and often difcover- 
b eth fo much Weakneſs and Folly in the Man 
| that taketh it, that it is hard to tell which of 
the two is moſt to be blamed. Every Man of 


"5 


. a 


and Commendations of. the whole World catr 
add no more to the real and intrinfick Value 
of a Man that they can add to his Stature. 


P . J. 


and Piety, when they come down to the Prac- 
tice, cannot forbear thinking much better of 


- 
® 
S 
_ i at it. Mes 5 he de de tied an Son — h, 


Knowledge of ourtelves, doth certain! ſecure ; 


common Senſe can demonſtrate in Speculation, ————- 
and may be fully convinced, that all the Praifes __ _ 


And yet,: for all this, Men of the beſt Senfe 


0 626-4 


to be ſpoken well of by other Perſons. 

But the Meaning of this abſurd Proceeding” 

fremetl tobe no other thart this * There are 

- with their own Hearts, as to know their own” 

real Worth, and how to ſet a juſt Rate upon” 
themſelves, and therefore they do not know: 

>, oat tt he who praiſes them moſt, may be' 
moſt in the right of it. For, no doubt, "x" 


themſelves, when they have the good Fortune 


few Men that have ſo intimate an Acquaintance* _ 


_Man: were ignorant of The true "Value of” = 7 - 


ay br 
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Thing he loved. as well as himſelf, W would 
neafure the Worth of it. according to the 


A 


Eſteem of him who biddeth- moſt for it; rather 
han of him who Þiddeth leſs. 
\ Therefore, the;moſt infallible Way to > diſen- 
wins 2 Man from the Snares of Flattery, is 
to conſult and ftudy his own Heart; for who- 
ever does that well, will hardly be fo abſurd, 
as to take another Man's Word before his own 
Senſe and Experience. 
Thirdly, Another Advantage from this kind. 
of Nidy,” is this, that it teacheth a Man, how 
to behave himſelf patiently, when he has the 
Hl Fortune to be cenſured and abuſed by other 
_ People. For a Man, who is howongfily Ac- 
quamted with his own Heart, doth. already 
know much more Evil of himſelf, than any 
Body elle can tell him; and' when any one 
peaketh ill of him, he rather thanketh God; 
that he can fay no worſe. For, could his 
— Enemy but look into the dark and hidden Re- 


cefles of the Heart, he confidereth what a 
Number of i impure Thoughts he might there 
fee brooding and hovering like a Hirke Cloud - 
upon the Face of the Soul; that there he might 
_ take a Proſpect of the Fancy; and view it a&t- 
ing over the ſeveral Scenes of Pride, of Ambi- 
tion, of Envy, of Luſt, and Revenge; that 
there he. might tell how often a vicious Incl- 
nation hath been reftrained, for -no other Rea- 
ſon, but juſt to fave the Mar $s Credit or Inte- 
reſt-in the World; no how many unbecome-.. 
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The DIFFICUL 


"Ing aatellihes have entered into the C « 
ſition of his beſt Aftions. And, now, 'wha 
Man in the whole World would be al p I 
. bear fo ſevere a Teſt, to have every Thought 
. and inward Motion of the Heart, laid open 
and. expoſed to the Views .of _his- En nies 
But, | 
Fourthly, and Laſtly, Another Advan 
of this Kind is, that it — (ut Men leſs fevere 
upon other People s Faults, and leſs buſy and 
induſtrious in ſpreading them. For a Man, 
employed at Home, inſpeQing into his own 
F *allings, hath. not Leiſure enough to take No-. 
tice of every little Spot and Blemiſh that lieth 
ſcattered upon others; Or, if he cannot eſca cape 
the Sight of them, he always pafſeth the moſt 
ealy and: favourable Conftruftion upon them. 
Tis, for Inſtance: Does the Ill he knoweth 
_of a Man proceed from an unhappy Temper 

and Conſtitution of Body ? He then confid 

j- eth with hiraſelf, how ha rd a Thing it s, not 
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Blood and EW, at Mb Be layeth Pal 
Part of the Blame upon the Weakneſs of hu- 
man. Nature, for he hath felt the o orce and 


E perhaps IN 5 IE ; £5 ER he pehndhns Ez. I 
how it rageth and fwelleth by . Oppoſition ; 
and although it may be ned. -or diverted, 


for a while, yet ir can n hardly" ever be t tot 
ſubdued, - | 


1T DENIE of the: eas t Difficu) ; Gor Tring 
"to-do Good, who hath been lo ng 
med to. do Evil. 

;. laſtly, Hath-a falſe Opinion betra 
4nto a Sin? He then calleth to. 
ng Apprehenfions he hath had of ſome 
"Thing himſelf; how many Opinions, that + 
once made no Doubt of, he faith, upon 
16ter Examination, found to be doubtful Ss 
ON many more to he nr 
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however, he ſtill believeth, for no other Rea- 
rugs but becauſe he hath believed them fo long 
- mx Bape v a Reaſon. ' Thus, upon every 
afion, a Man, intimately acquainted with 
nſelf, confulteth his own Heart, and maketh 
- every” Man's Caſe to be his own (and fo puts 
- the moſt favourable Interpretation upon it.) 
every Man therefore look into his own 
Heart, before he b beginneth to abuſe the Repu- 
tation of another, and then he will hardly be 
Þ abſurd, as to throw _ Dart that will 
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may all duly obſerve, by 
ing afide-all Scandal and Detaork, | all Spite 


and Rgeous, 


7, or troubleſome, may 
grant 'for-JesUs CAHRt 
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